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 THE JEWISH YCOMMUNITY OF LEWISTON

To attempt an analyisis of the Jewlsh population of any comm-
unity "1t is essgential to define at the beginning the charaeterist -
les that distinguish this group from the others, whether to go on
the aééumption that they are of a distinct race, religilon, or nat
iohal.group. Since thesge controverslal lssues are sitlll golng on
without any definite ennclusions-having been reached 1t would seem s
best to use a cultural differentiatlion on a religias basis.’Tgc‘:rer-epg’éVgL‘?‘%gﬁ;

Inhe general immigration surge from Turope to Amerlca from BH - oot
elghteen-gixties on kremxkk a large number of Jews were found, T

those with a‘pioneering splrit and the means, escaping from the

pogromg that kept repeating themselves durins eeconomle instabll-
1ty or rdlgious fervor in largely the Eastern and Southern parts
of Burope. So many of these that persisted in their respective
Buropeon localitles were elther too strongly att,ched by séntim-
ental ties to move in spite of the intolersable situations they
were forced to face go oftenjor felt that vograms and diserimina-
tion were an lnevitable part of the privilege of bring God's chosen
people. Others with a less fatalistic attitude emigrated.

Thus starting in about the elshteen sixties the Jewish por-
tion of the Tewiston population begah with a neucleus of about *
three leading familles all successfulmmerchants. Of these three
two famlily names are st1ll carrisd on, the third is Tor all int-
ents, purposes and professions non-Jewish; the others have stayed
within the fold contributing largely to the professional and bus-
iness enterprises of the community.

A number of immigrants who left Furope Rissia in the 1880's
and 1890's made their way as p-ddier's into ualne from Boston o
and New York, a few getiled in Lewiston. Between 1900-1910 the
Jewlsh community of Lewiston grew from about thirty-five famllies
to about one hundred and fifty. Many of the new gettlers came dir-
gctly from Russia to relatives and fréends in Lewlston. |

In 189% a hall on too of the present site of the New Enxland
Furniture Co, on Ligbon 3t. gerved ags ghe religlous and soclal cen-
ter of the comwmunity. By 1907 Congregatlion Beth Jacob was organ-
ized, but 1t was not untll 1925 that a S¢nagogiwas built on its




present site on the corners of Shawmut and Sabattus Stréets.

Conservative services are held,that is not strictly orthodox
and gtrictly reformed; vestlges of both types are found and the
service resembles very much that of the less formallized Protesta-
tant churches. Hats are worﬁ by the men and- an organ is not per-
mitted. The rituallsm and symbolism of the religion is expressed
mainly during the hilgh holy nélidays such as the New Year and the
Pagssover. |

in 189% a cemetery was agqulred in Auburn.

Accofding to the 1940 c=nsus éh@re were 1,100 Jews in a pbpu«
of about 3%,000,.

Although as far as actual numbfré g0 they doﬁ%ﬁ make thomsel-
#es felt)they have in the economic life of the city owniné sever-
al of the sho# factories and a good psrcentage of the stores in
Cthe downtown'shoppmng district; however several of these are chaln-
stores the owners living outslde the city.

Characterlstic probably of Jewish 1ife ag a whole there are
two main Influencing factors us#d in moulding the Jew into the cul-
tuzal distinctlon that he constitucs: ome is the Synagog and the
other the family.

THE SYNAGOGUE

Prom early iHebrew hilstory on down throurh the azes the
Synagog has been the vital coheslve force Reepihg the Jew tozether,
emanatlng the traditions and customs that arc basic to the relig-
lon. Its use was not onlylconfindd to thaﬁ of rellglious purposcs
but w-s also used as a comrercial center to a limlted degree,
Tie @abbls were also both religious heads and sort of notaries at

the same time. Thls perhaps can be best understood by reading v

=,
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parts of the Talmud in which 1s inscribed the Jewish law which co-
vers every phvge of 1ife the ordinary individual carries on, ha-
ving minute @pecifications on each subject; thusthe religlon is
all_pervading {or was),since the Talmudvégﬁéuch a part of Jewish
11fe and the Rabbl the interpreter 1t was perhaps inevitable that
he should become and the Synagbgm\should nave both a religious
and economic influence. This has brok-n down however where toler;
ancc hsg been found along a religlous and economic line and where
modern methods have been both introduced and accepted. This is
the case in lLewlston.

Admgwastration

The Bynagdgils sdminlstered by a board of Jirectors with.

a chairman and pn@sident;(ghich is meinly an honorsry functien,),
The chalrman of the board nag g:oneral supervislon of everything
to do with the Synapcg including the Hebraw school, Sunday school,

i

and the cemetery. The board ls electgd by members of Lhwe congre-.
gpation once & yoar. The Prozldent, chalroon, secratary, broosurer
and 2ight wembars ol thie boand are elected. There 18 a llmlt of
slk years tenure of office. Af:iliated with the Synegog is the
Blaterhood wii-sh takes part 1In financing the upkeep of the Synagog

and takes charge of certain soclal functions.

The B'Nal Brith

An organization that isg not directly connected with the
Synagog 1s the B'Nal Brith which ig more of a service organizatlon
working along lines of public relations between Jew and Gentile,
a cruder way oif pubtbing thnis woula ve Lo gay 1t acts parvly as an
éntl-defamatlon league, investligating egtablishments whnere anti-
sepltle dliscriminatlon 1s practlesd and puttling oy presgure pehind
Lie scene tu du away wiihn this. During the war 1b has provided

recreational racilitles for soldliers iIn lecal training camps. It




Cpeips gset up organizations in tie various colleges lur Jewish gbudents

wiuwwn as~-Hiilel. L1 aisu Lriés i mew avii-dJewlsgh speakers to gpeak
before local organlrzations trying to off-set anti-Bemitlsnm.
A.Z.A.

The A.K.A. is pre B'Nal Brith organization for the youn-
ger boys starting around the age of sixteen. Its purposge is to
train them for active participatlion in the adult organization.

The first one'Was founded in Lewiston about 1941 and has been sus-
pénded now for the duratton. Its first and only President was kill-

ed lnithe Pacific last year.

THe Zionist QOresanlzations

fhe Zionlst organizations have been very active in Lew-
iston combining both members of Lewiston and Auburn. It stsrted
as a philanthropic organizatlion, now its maln purposes are in malin-
taining certain institutions in Palestine and in bringing over re-
fugee children to Palestine from Europe( Youth Allyah).

The Pioneer women-a branch of Zionism- ls mainly interested
in preparing girls for agricultural work ( Chalutizm) znd in main-
taining trade schools for thls purpoge.

The Jewish National Fund is a proj=ct of the Hadassah and
Pioneer Women. Its main purpose lg to buy lend in Palestine for
refugees. To 30 this boxes azre distributed throughout the congre-
gations during the year s certain quots of money to be put in=the
boxes are then collected at various intervals.

The Lewlston~Auburn Federatlion has a drive once a year to
support Jewish people all over the world with the bare necessitles
of 1ife. It also has the purpose of building up Palestine etc.
Many of these organirzations stapted merely as social organizations

a purpose gradually developing from the purely soclalbasis.
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Zionlsm as a whole has been a very cohesive factor in the
community, the idea ofaﬁewish National homelsnd being Iin acecord
with the majority; however,those here who work for the cause do
not entertain any d&deas of emigrating there themselves. [b is
to be a place of refuge for homeless Jews, what the ultimate re-
sults will be are hard to foﬁ}e}l. Charaeﬁeristic of minority
groups subject to discriminaﬁion there is this strong feelling of
kinship forAthOSe like them, a glory in the achlevements of memb-
ers of the group and a sense of personal hurt when otﬁer members
are affected adversely, There 18 this tendency to draw together
for mutual protection and group self-emhancement. Thus the ach-
tevements of some become the persbnafﬁggﬁgll;

If any membersg of the group‘here would be questioned as to
their opinion on being born a Jew wihth all the raclial stigma att-
ached to the name, an exceptlional answer would be one of regret.

y The pfoblem of anti-semitism 1s¢ more and more regarded as a Gent-
‘ 1le problem and not a Jewish one. Programs of inter-falth excha-
nges hewve-peen are belng carrieéd out. This has been the result
of the problem of =sntl-semitism in general however but not as a

community one. Personal prejudlces agalnst the Jews no doubt ex-
ist among the members of the whole community but nol overt policy
of anti-semitism is readily noticeable. The relations of the Jews
and Gentiles are mostly on a business relationshlp and a limited
soclal one where the two zroups mix and come in contact wlth each

: Cort o orF
other through such organizations as the Rotary, Kiwanls, Shriners,

¥omen's Literary mion, Hospital Patronésees, College Club ete.

As for the primary social contacts and circles there is little in-
is

termixture between the two groups. This probably the result of

a.
original discrimination which led to further withdrawal within



6.
themselves, a hard pattern to break. A common background,traditions
and cultural pattern accentuate this inclusivenesa. There 18 still

the rather basic feeling that the Gentile won't mix with the Jew

on a soclal basls but will on an economic one. How true that is
in this particular situation I cannot judge.

As stated before the two basic factors of Jewlsh life are the

Synagog and the family, both are undergolng drastic changes and

the influence of both has been broken considefably. The waning
influence of the Synagog 1s due to indifferencé by the younger gen-
eratlon and neglect by the older generations. Specifiesally in Lew-
iston the attendance at Friday night services 1s practically neg~ |
ligible. An added inducement such as a speagker or confirmation
will usually draw large crowds but not the regular religious ser-
vice 1ltself. There is an incong;;it§ between the amount of work
the people are willing to do to support the Synagog and the sim-
ple expregslion of‘ohurch attendande that 1s the logleal outcome

of this work. The congregatlon pays a generous salary to thelBab-

bi?nghe Sisterhood of the Synagog work hard throughout the year in E

order to keep up the institution. Religlon therefore hos become
and statlce

a very formalizedﬁaffalr, certaln aspects of i1t are kept up to act

as & rominder now and then. The largest turnouts of the wear are

- on the extremely bigh holidays . On these occaslions the Synagog

~1s not able to seat all those desirine to attend the services.

The majority of the children are glven the tsual Sunday Séhool
and Hebrew.School @ducétion, the”boys especlally 30 to Hebrew fchool
in preparation for their confirmation aﬁ the age of thirteen. Ac-~
tual attendance st Services especlally on Shturday mornings have

been:gtimulated among the younger sget throush various rewards such

£
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ag certificates of =ood conduct, some prizes and even movle tickets.
Althouzh the Friday evening services are conducted in English
primarily,the high holidays are conducted along the traditional
style (in Hebrew). The services are generally of some hours length
and generally there is much coming and solng of phe congregation.
Probably less than helf the congregatlon knows what actually is
golng on and is able to follow the services in the prayer bools.
Améng the younger generation,especlally those of high school and
college age,this produces =ome ratlicr mixed feelings--decelded con-
sciouness of belng a Jew but not qulite sure what 1t's all about.
For some of the few of the teen-agers who have a real understand-
ing of the ceremonies lnvolved & dedg}ﬁed inspiration can be felbd
but for the majorlty the whole thinéﬁrather'out of place with the
American background that most of the younger group have grown up
in. Thils 1s particularly true during the high holidays mentioned
above. And yet all go whatever the degree of understanding 1is.
Actually the gathering together of the congregation usually ends
up as a sdcial gathering for the younger group. FReliglon of this
type has lbttle meaning nor is it a strengthening.force. Along
this line of thinking some of the far-slighted leaders of th%comm—
unity worked out a comprehensive éducstlonal program to be carried
out in Sunday School and Hebrew Bchool. The maln objectlves are
to start the children off with a2 background of Jewish history pro-
gressing on to Jewlsh customs and ceremonies, holidays and festl-~
vals and the teaching of Hebrew in order to understand the prayers*ﬁ““““iwﬁww
(L woe_ during the gservices. TFor the adults a program of Jewlsh culture

and the study of Palestine wag encouraged. This program started



~about two years égo and has obviously been oné of having pedple"
conform to the 0ld ways rather than changing these old ways to be
more in accord with the more Americanized pattern of living. An-
other new prosram has been the planning for a community center for
the Jewish population patternedlafter the one in Portland. The
place will house the Sunday School and Hebrew School, 1t will aff-
ord a placé for the various club meetings and may have o gymnasmuﬁ,
it will also ,most likely, be uged for varlous socialfunctions.
This is®furtherance towards *nclusiveness, whether this is strictly
a congcious procesgs I'm not sure but probably the general anti- sem—-:
itic behavior allover the world have made Jewlsh groups more con-
scious of thelr identity and more déslrous to pregserve 1t. It's;.
difficult to predict what the outcome of the whole thing will be

as far as as the present High Schooland Collegeage groups are_coha'

cerned, outside of being consclous of the fact that they are Jew-

depen dur BPOA STRESS sutHE &”“f

isr with a certaln amount of raclal pride there is very little:
else to put one's finger on. They will in alfprobability marry
nates with similar leaninss and Join the reformed element of the
faith or be ratherzon-descript in religious leanings. Ag for the
younger age group ls oncerned a very actlve rellglous education-
al programrm micht keep them withrin the fold of conservatilsm, but_.
this i3 rather difficult especlially in regard to the dietary laws.
Nothing like a really active poliey of thle sort seems to be going
on. |
IHE_HOWE

The second mainstay of Judlasm is the homg a dire§£ exX-

pression of Jewish law and custom. What differentliates the strict

Jewish home from the non-Jewish one ls malnly the dletary laws and




Sébﬁath ;bservanceé.' It.igaﬁg'69£imste to whét.éxﬁént these Lrad-
1tlons are kept vp. Among t?e older generation esueciallv the non—~.VT“
natlve born they are cbserved "trictly, among thely ahildren how~ ol
ever there is a galit some keeplng 1t out of personal conviction,. ﬁ if5ﬂ.
others fob the gake of thelr parénts solely, and others not’ at all
An lncongruity difficult to explain ig the keeplng of a strict house
and yet going outclde the ﬁome and breaking all customs such as -
the eatling of non-kosher meat etc. It isn t very loglcal action
and might possibly be expalned psychologically along the line;of
logic-tight compartmsnts. ' o  ”
Tr‘é"i’féﬁnly itselt fraditionally S8 the patrlarchal type
and mombers are uaually tlied closely together ldentlfylng,themsg
ves with each other. Thig vartés herse naturally acccrdihg tdrﬁﬁgi
degree of Jewish culture and traditon which 1s observéd.'-Thoéé.

. P
families which you map call strictly Aworlcanized show the valu's;

and attltuded of the modern conjugal family.

One tiring streessed almost without exception whéré theféiié?
- any consclogsness-of being a Jew 1is the tabu égainqt 1nterméffiég_
and the majority of the children grow up accepting this and comb‘
with it ( desplte agood number of broken hearts that resultJ A

good napber bfvboys have married non-Jewish girls, where thss has

ha;peneé %he Jewlsh traditions are usually carrled even if vnly

to a limited extent, the sirl conforming to the husband 8 way oﬁ

ﬁW .
life. ®here tkhe girls are concerned hardlyﬁg;er a lonc perioé of '

time have married non-Jewlsh men and in the few exceptlons where

/
this has occurred ®he has cslven up her religion and accepted her
husbands!. This disgscrepancy in sonstancy along marriageflines may -

-,

perhapse be attributed to the fact that the man 1is the”aggressor_
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;wan@:qsgéiigihéé[hié §£§k1thiéﬁfﬁéﬁﬁéof.giri has ﬁo Wait.to he plek-~-
';éﬁ(bféjﬁaiéed view point of course). Besides the Jewlsh girls are
usually much more consclentlous about zoing out with Jewish boys
then the latter are about the zirls they take out(due possibly to
a greatersamount of parental supervision over the girls).’ There
geems Lo bé a rather prevalent attitude among the fellows that 1f
one goes out with a Jewish girl matri&ony is usually geen in the
offiﬁg, thues there la an extrelely prevalent trend to have one's
fling with girls minus the "marriage look"before settling ddwn,
when this is.accomplished the girl is usually acceptable along rel-
igiousg linesq.

In Tewlston the soclal life of the younser people could be

alot better. Apparently the Jewigh population in the city 1s rep-

' 3  lacing itself very linadeouately or thoce of the reproductlive age

ﬁff:are in the mlnerity. The fmmilles tend to average around 2.5 {very

"ﬁrough estimate). Those of colleze age now sre a very small number
fthe girls outnumberlng the boys. The same grous malinly have gone
'}ﬁhrough gcliool together from kinﬁerzarten up, very few additlons
“ﬁeing made to the group bWhrough new fsamilles moving in, not only

g
3

school { Sunday and Hebrew School included) but verious social

.':;Qrganizations ineluded up through High School. "After High School
“3f§he majorlty dlsperse to different colleges, new individual circles
u;;bf acquaintalnces resulting. As a result very few marriages will

ke place within these two potentialmating groups". 24s a result

wf'6f this sltuation the ¢irls while still at home had the worst end
IV'féffthe bargaln 1n regard to soclal life, belng subject 10 the whims
“1 ;55¢ conceit of a limited male supply. Although both groups parti-

1 fcipated in school affairs with others in the:ir pfimary contacts

© 7 sthey keot presty much to themselves, the girls more than the bops.

Lewliston Public Library
Lawiston, Malne
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.There ts a definite trend ror the younéer generation to go
away from home =after completing their education since opportunities
are limlted for the unmarried girl(bothein acoulring a husband and
maintaining a career), and the boys usually establish themselves

in larger citles. The parental home generally stgys hére however
and families sre united at intervals, the children that do drift
away Bave a place to come back to. This lse notdoubt a good thing

Mpef o Gye '
to those who —iiwaﬁwf the degeneration of the family.

The Jewish ﬁo?ulation a8 a whole in the c¢ity would be class-
i1fled as middle-class. It is made up malnly of thosé engagéd in.
business enterprlses: retall stores of various sorts, shoe factor-
ies, junk-dealers, professlonals (mostly doctors and lawyers, about
two teachers).. | .

Among this rather homogeneous population soclal classes exlat
along an occupational and economic basis. Three can be differen-
tiateé:@those‘owning gmall retail businesses,ithose owning larger
retail establishments, or having mamagerial posltions 1n them, falrly
successful professiongl peopls, and@}hose eéngaged in shoe manufact-
uring and the more successful and well-known profeséionals.

nescrlptive of theee three groups would be the wordicliquey,
since most of the people are either natives of the cith or have
1ived here a long time it is hard for a newcomer 1o really "get
iﬁ with them". Man§w320ple are discouraged into mowing away from
nere due Lo this factor. The values of these groups are somewhab
along a hedonlstic line, economic and superficial gains being stre-
assed rather than any true meaningful values. Charity and donatlons

are given rather generously but more from an ostentatious motivation

s




than a general deskre to give.

Tt should be noted however that most of the sueeessfdilpeOplé
have come th the hard way 1nher1tegegi3§ing very little part. In
general the standard of living 1s highj the birthrate low, and the
educational level among the younger gencration is mostly of a col-
‘iege level. Although most of the parents did not go to college
1t is the accepted thing that the chlldren will. Thus both econ-
omic gains and educational attalnments have a high value among the
staﬁdards of the péople.

Property ownership rung high both in summer and winter homes .
A good majority of the pkople owning both or one(gnd not the other;
Tp either case the majorlity go away to one place or another for
the summer months, the favorite haunt being Cld Orchard. |

In the padt a swall number of boys were gent to Prep.school
in sbout thelr third of fourth year of High School in order to
get better preparation for collepe/ The percentage of boys sent
has increased and now the trend has been started to send the.girls
to bgbdiﬁg school, tbis will no doubt increase once the pattern has
béen set., The affects of this contlinued absence from home will
accentuate the emlgration of the younger pdople from the communl-
ty.

Sinee, as stsated above, antli-semitic discrimlnation 1ls seldom
felt in the community at large a period of readjustment must be
gone through by some of those that go away to schools where cer-.
tain discrimlnations are practiced, esgpecially among sororitles
and fraternities ( Bowdoin fraternities hgve recently relaxed thelr

restrictive policies). A fatalistic attlitude tends to develop from

contacts such as thege.



'In regard to the leadership of the Jewish community it 1s

father concentrated in a few people who take an active interest
in what is happening and what will happen to the community. Their
keadership 1is very active as 1s neccesszary in order to prod a ra-
ther apathetlic congregation. Among the legders are included the
most successful people including several shoe manufacturers and
‘several lawyers. This leadership has continued over a number of
years and tends %0 run in certain families.

Although I have kept mentlonthg Lewlston in this analysis
Auburn 1s just as integral part of the whole thing and there is
a continous iﬁterrelat@onship between the two Jéwish communities

. ' LONYTROTS
in all aspects of social-@mwﬁfv Z;wegu

Two differences may be

noted: first, the Svnagog is more towards the orthodox side of the
fence and second, there tend to be more of the older nopulation
residing there amdtthe younger ones in Lewiston) which explaing
the orthodoxy. | |

Since I belong to the group which I have attempted to analayze
it has been. a little difficult to elevate myself from a subjective
position to one of sociological objectlvity. 1In trying to maint-
ain this objectivity perhape I've been overcritical in some places
and in others my own personal prejudices have not doubtes entered
into the whole thing.

Any prognostication attempted would be a purely personal op-
inion. Ag the older generation dies put so do the customs and
traditions that.have differentianted Jews from others. Trﬁe they
will still be kept alive by some but the vitality is gone. This

doeg not mean the death of Judisem but rather a new and different

T




jpha31s on religious values. Thi of course doedn't‘mean that
'*&ntiw emitism will end a5 the rellgion ehanges since différences
3dre not usually the direct cause of discrimination but rather

-Hgare 1ooked for in order to rationallze some majority group's be

“[ghav1or or are pointed to as a cause for some soclial malajustment.

The population (Jewish] will probably decline or increase

in prdportion to the other groups in the city depending whether

'fgbr’not the resources of the communlty warrant a change in either

 direction.
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